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Abstract

In the first two decades of the twentieth century, cinema and soccer became new cultural
forms of entertainment and pastime, which gained mass popularity around the world. In
Europe, the United States, India, Egypt and many other places, cinema houses were built and
soccer clubs were founded, and both forms of entertainment attracted large audiences. Indeed,
there are differences between these two cultural forms, but their large distribution, especially
amongst the lower classes, made them the most popular entertainment and pastime options
available in many places around the world. In the beginning of the twentieth century,
simultaneously with their evolution around the world, these two cultural forms arrived in the
Jewish society of Palestine, and gradually became an established part of the local field of

leisure activities. This process of cultural diffusion is the subject of this thesis.

In this thesis | suggest that in spite of some similarity in the initial conditions of interference
of these two forms of mass entertainment from the western culture ("the source culture™) to
the new "Hebrew" culture (“the target culture™), their local careers were eventually different
due to factors of the local system. | will show how groups of agents struggled for power,
political influence and cultural credibility in the contexts of these two cultural forms, how
they tried to shape their images and their implementation in the field and will explain why the
result of the interference of the two models was finally different. Whereas soccer achieved
full interference, as a cultural form that is practiced independently of the source culture,
cinema did not progress from a status of partial interference throughout the period of this
research. The reasons for this difference are rooted in the cultural and political positions of
specific agents, like the intellectual elites who wanted to build a new Jewish body, but did not
want to accept films in foreign languages, or allow children to watch crime movies. | show
that the influence of most agents on the audiences was not very strong, but they did manage,
however, to exercise a great influence on the image of each form, and consequently on its rate

of progress into full interference.
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